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The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) 

Policy 
 
At Muddy Boots Nursery we work with the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) framework to provide a wide range 
of activities and experiences to promote the development, learning and care of the young children who come to 
play. 
 
Children are born ready, able and eager to learn. They actively reach out to interact with other people, and in the 
world around them. Development is not an automatic process, however. It depends on each unique child having 
opportunities to interact in positive relationships and enabling environments. 
 
The themes of the EYFS underpin all the guidance that we follow. These themes work together for children in the 
EYFS. 
 
The themes are: 
A Unique Child – each child is a competent learner from birth who can be resilient, capable, confident and self-
assured. 
Positive Relationships – children learn to be strong and independent from a base of loving and secure relationships 
with parents and/or a key person 
Enabling Environments – the environments play a key role in supporting and extending children’s development and 
learning. 
 
These three themes together results in Learning & Development – children develop and learn in different ways and 
at different rates.  
 
We aim to foster Effective Early Learning. 
 
The characteristics of effective learning are: 
1. Playing and exploring (Engagement) 

Children are finding out and exploring, playing with what they know, and are willing to ‘have a go’ 
2. Active learning (Motivation) 

This means children are involved and concentrating, keeping trying, and enjoying achieving what they set out 
to do 

3. Creating and thinking critically (Thinking) 
This means children having their own ideas, making links and choosing ways to do things 

 
These themes are linked to the three prime and four specific areas of learning with which you may already be 
familiar and which we use in planning and assessment: 
 
Prime areas of Learning:    

 Personal, Social and Emotional Development (Making Relationships, Self-Confidence and Self-Awareness) 

 Communication and Language (Listening and Attention, Understanding, Speaking) 

 Physical Development (Moving and Handling, Health and Self-Care) 
 
Specific areas of Learning:  

 Literacy (Reading, Writing) 

 Mathematics (Numbers, Shape, space and Measure) 

 Understanding the World (People and Communities, The World, Technology) 

 Expressive Arts and Design (Exploring and using Media and Materials, Being Imaginative) 
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On-going formative assessment is at the heart of effective early years practice. At Muddy Boots Nursery we: 
 

 Observe children as they act and interact in their play, everyday activities and planned activities and learn 
from parents about what the child does at home 

 Assess what children can do – to help identify where the child may be in their own developmental pathway 

 Consider ways to support the child to strengthen and deepen their current learning and development, to 
create Positive Relationships and Enabling Environments, conducive to effective learning. 

 Where appropriate, use development statements as written in guidance to identify possible areas in which 
to challenge and extend the child’s current learning and development (planning). 

 
For more information about the Early Years Foundation Stage, head to http://www.foundationyears.org.uk/eyfs-
2014/ where there is a breadth of information and research about the Early Years (birth – 5 years) age range. 

 


